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TIBETAN NUNS PERFORM AT UM
MISSOULAThe University of Montana and Missoula communities will be treated to an evening of
sacred music, dance and theater when Tibetan nuns come to campus Tuesday, May 18.
Members of the Khachoe Ghakyil Nunnery, located in Kathmandu, Nepal, will present
“Women’s Freedom and Spiritual Liberation: An Evening of Sacred Performance” at 7:30
p.m. in the Montana Theatre. A donation of $7.50 is suggested at the door.
This marks the first time a troupe of Tibetan nuns has toured the West to introduce
audiences to the central role women have played in the spiritual life of Tibet. Proceeds from
their performances will be used to expand their nunnery, which is overcrowded because of
nuns fleeing religious suppression in Tibet.
The spirit of Tibet - the “land of snows” - will come vividly to life when 11 nuns
perform colorful masked dances and vibrant harmonic chants. The nuns also will demonstrate a
form of philosophical debate that was previously unavailable to women. In addition, they will
offer the world premier of an original sacred dance dramatizing the life of Milarepa, one of
Tibet’s most famous spiritual figures.
Nuns traveling the world on a fund-raising tour, practicing debate, performing ritual
masked dance or drawing sand mandalas never before have been seen in the West. They
represent a new culture that is emerging in the Tibetan refugee communities of India and Nepal
-more-

Tnuns.rl--2
- a culture that allows women to reach an unprecedented level of spiritual life.
Two of the performances by the nuns will highlight the fact that even in the days of the
medieval, patriarchal Tibet, the feminine powers of the natural world, and the individual
powers of the great women practitioners, have always been recognized and revered.
For example, during the Practice of Chod, a ritual that was traditionally performed in
spooky cemeteries in the dead of night, the nuns intone haunting melodies while playing drums
and horns made of bone. This ritual symbolizes the death of the ego, imagining the offering of
one’s own body to fearful demons. As one Tibetan master put it, “The Practice of Chod
ruthlessly severs self-centered arrogance through an understanding of the sameness of oneself
and others.”
In the Dance of the Dakinis, the nuns perform a whirling ritual of homage and praise to
the divine feminine principle symbolized by 1 ibetan Buddhism’s sky-dancers - a dynamic,
dancing, female emanation of an enlightened mind. This is an appropriate dance for these
nuns, since the name of their convent, Khachoe Ghakyil means “the bliss-whirl of the skydancers.”
The program will be narrated by one of the founders of the nunnery, Thubten Dekyong,
a nun who has worked all over the world for many Lamas, and she is highly regarded as a
teacher in her own right.
Founded in 1986, the Khachoe Ghakyil Nunnery is one of a new generation of
nunneries established in exile. These nuns have had the doors of classical Buddhist education
thrown open to them in a way that was unheard of in old Tibet.
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